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ABSTRACT 

 
 Real life experience is said to be the best teacher. As adults, many of us can recall lessons that were 
not taught in school but had the most profound effect on our lives. These lessons, derived from our own 
unique culture, our connection to others, and our opportunities to collaborate were the lessons that 
essentially made us human. In the American Education System we continue to insist on brick and mortar 
classrooms governed by externally mandated standards as the most appropriate way to educate the nation's 
children. Students not fitting neatly into the box created by traditional classrooms are consequently labeled 
as dis/abled and thrust into special education. What if we could transform the common educational 
experience as we know it by making the world our classroom? What if we could honor student differences 
in a manner that made them feel seen and valued for who they are and the unique culture they bring into 
the educational space? How would our lives, and the lives of those around us, transform if we were exposed 
to more than just our immediate reality. This 45-minute session explored the transformative power of global 
learning experiences for students and teachers through an interactive discussion on the reverence of culture, 
the power of human connection, and the need for collaboration.  
 

SELECT REFERENCES 
 
Etzioni, A. (1968). Basic human needs, alienation, and inauthenticity. American Sociological Review, 
33(6), 870-885.  
 
Paris, D. (2012). Culturally sustaining pedagogy: A needed change in stance, terminology, and practice. 
Education Researcher, 41(3), 93-97. 
 
Yosso, T. (2005). Whose culture has capital? A critical race theory discussion of community cultural 
wealth. Race, Ethnicity, and Education, 8(1), 69-91. 
 

 
For further information, contact the lead presenter: 

Nadine C. Duncan 
The PrOOF Project, Inc. 

Kennesaw State University 
Phone: (678) 883-2283 

E-Mail: nadinecduncan@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 




